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Artist Reflection

Stardust
Acrylic on raw canvas with digital drawing

By Lisle Gwynn Garrity
Inspired by Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Many of us begin Lent with ashen marks smudged against our
foreheads, the oil glistening on our skin throughout the rest of the day.
It’s a mark that 1s holy because 1t tells the truth: we are formed from
the dust, and to dust we shall one day return. We are not immortal.

Death will one day find us all.

However, this Lent, we’ve found ourselves asking for more from our
Lenten journey. Yes, death will surely find me one day, inhaling me into
that infinite abyss. But the cross on my forehead only tells me part of
the story. The empty tomb tells me a fuller, more expansive truth:

death will not have the last word. There is more. God is more.

This expansive truth requires more of us. It invites us to abandon
empty or showy practices of faith, and instead, draw inward to open
ourselves to a deeper journey of transformation. It requires me to
believe that I am truly worthy of love, belonging, and grace. It requires

me to believe others are also.

What if, instead of ashes, gold gleamed on our foreheads? What if,
alongside the certainty of death, we are also reminded of God’s
expansive grace? What if on this day we said to one another, “From

stardust you have come, and to stardust you shall one day return”?

© A Sanctified Art 1LC | Sanctifiedart.org | contack@sanctifiedart.org



7 AM, Noon & 7 PM Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes | Ash Wednesday March 5, 2025

< >

ALLSAINTS'

Your presence today is a blessing to this parish. This bulletin has been created from
the prayers found in The Book of Common Prayer, and it contains most of the spoken
parts of worship. The blue Hymnal 1982 in your pew rack contains most of the
hymns that are sung. You’ll find words to the hymns that come from supplemental

hymnals printed in this bulletin.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

Al stand as the ministers enter in silence.

Opening Acclamation
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;
People: His mercy endures for ever. Amen.
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made
and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in us
new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and

acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of
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all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people sit.

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12

Shout out, do not hold back!

Lift up your voice like a trumpet!

Announce to my people their rebellion,

to the house of Jacob their sins.

Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness

and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;

they ask of me righteous judgments,

they delight to draw near to God.

"Why do we fast, but you do not see?

Why humble ourselves, but you do not noticer"

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,

and oppress all your workers.

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight

and to strike with a wicked fist.
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Such fasting as you do today

will not make your voice heard on high.

I's such the fast that I choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,

and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?

Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the Lord?

Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,

to undo the thongs of the yoke,

to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,

and bring the homeless poor into your house;

when you see the naked, to cover them,

and not to hide yourself from your own kin?

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;

your vindicator shall go before you,

the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.

Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.

5
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If you remove the yoke from among you,

the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry

and satisty the needs of the afflicted,

then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.

The Lord will guide you continually,
and satisty your needs in parched places,

and make your bones strong;

and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,

whose waters never fail.

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;

you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;

you shall be called the repairer of the breach,

the restorer of streets to live in.

Reader: 'The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Stlence may follow.

March 5, 2025
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Psalm 103:8-14

Remain seated.

8 The Lord 1s full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
9 He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so 1s his mercy great upon those who fear him.
12 As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us.
13 As a father cares for his children, *
so does the Lord care for those who fear him.
14 For he himself knows whetreof we are made; *

he remembers that we are but dust.

New Testament Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

Remain seated.

We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our
sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God. As we work together
with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain.
For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a

day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now 1s the acceptable
7
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time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle
in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry,
but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every
way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities,
beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by
purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine
love, truthtful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of
righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and
dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as
impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known;
as dying, and see — we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as

having nothing, and yet possessing everything;

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

At Noon and 7 PM services only
Sequence Hymn All stand. Hymnal 1982 — 147

Now let us all with one accord Bourbon
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The Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
All remain standing.

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order
to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father
in heaven. So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the
streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms
may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you. And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites;
for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street
corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret;

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for
they distigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting.
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast,

put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may

9
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be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your

Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Reverend Nancy L.J. Cox
Invitation to a Holy Lent BCP P. 264
All stand.

Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great
devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection, and it
became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season
of penitence and fasting, This season of Lent provided a time in
which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was
also a time when those who, because of notorious sins, had been
separated from the body of the faithful were reconciled by
penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the

Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put in mind of the

10
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message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our
Savior, and of the need which all Christians continually have to

renew their repentance and faith.

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the
observance of a holy Lent, by self- examination and repentance;
by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating
on God’s holy Word. And, to make a right beginning of
repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us now kneel

before the Lord, our maker and redeemet.

Blessing and Imposition of Ashes
All kneel as you are able.

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth:
Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our mortality and
penitence, that we may remember that it is only by your gracious

gift that we are given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen.

Those people desiring may then come and kneel before the altar rail

to receive the imposition of ashes.

11
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Psalm 51
The Celebrant and people, all kneeling, pray together:

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-
kindness; *
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness *
and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I know my transgressions, *
and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you only have I sinned *
and done what is evil in your sight.
5 And so you are justified when you speak *
and upright in your judgment.
6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, *
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, *
and will make me understand wisdom secretly.
8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; *
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.
9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, *
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
10 Hide your face from my sins *
and blot out all my iniquities.
11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, *

and renew a right spirit within me.

12
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12 Cast me not away from your presence *
and take not your holy Spirit from me.
13 Give me the joy of your saving help again *
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
14 I shall teach your ways to the wicked,*
and sinners shall return to you.
15 Deliver me from death, O God, *
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness,
O God of my salvation.
16 Open my lips, O Lord, *
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
17 Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, *
but you take no delight in burnt-offerings.
18 The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; *

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Litany of Penitence
The Celebrant and people together, all kneeling

Most holy and merciful Father;

We confess to you and to one another,
and to the whole communion of saints
in heaven and on earth,

that we have sinned by our own fault
in thought, word, and deed;

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

13
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Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and
mind, and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven
others, as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, Lord.

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ
served us. We have not been true to the mind of
Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, Lord.

We confess to you, Lord, all our past
unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience
of our lives,

We confess to you, Lord.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our
exploitation of other people,

We confess to you, Lord.
Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of

those more fortunate than ourselves,

We confess to you, Lord.

14
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Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

March 5, 2025

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and
comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work,

We confess to you, Lord.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our
failure to commend the faith that is in us,

We confess to you, Lord.

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we
have done: for our blindness to human need and
suffering, and our indifference to injustice and
cruelty,

Accept our repentance, Lord.

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts
toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us,

Accept our repentance, Lord.

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and
our lack of concern for those who come after us,

Accept our repentance, Lord.

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart
from us;

Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great.

15
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Celebrant: Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,

People: That we may show forth your glory in the
world.

Celebrant: By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord,

People: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his
resurrection.

The Celebrant continues

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desires
not the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their
wickedness and live, has given power and commandment to his
ministers to declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent,
the absolution and remission of their sins. He pardons and
absolves all those who truly repent, and with sincere hearts believe

his holy Gospel.

Therefore we beseech him to grant us true repentance and his
Holy Spirit, that those things may please him which we do on this
day, and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy, so

that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

16
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The Peace All stand BCP p. 360

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

A note abont recerving Holy Communion: In the Episcopal Church, we understand that
Christ is “really present” in the bread and wine provided from God’s table. Al who
claim Christ as Lord are always welcome to receive the sacrament of Holy Commnnion
in this church. Children are welcome to receive communion at the discretion of their
parents. Come forward at the direction of the ushers. Receive the consecrated wafer in the
palmr of your ontstretched hand from the first person who comes to you. To receive a
luten-free wafer, please cross your hands palms down. You may drink from the larger
cup/ chalice which the next person will offer you. Receive the consecrated wine by gniding
the offered cup to your lips and sipping, or by intinction: lightly dip the wafer into the
wine. Those who distribute the wine will wipe the chalice with a food safe sanitizer and
turn it for the next person after each person receives. Yon may also decide to take the
wafer only. If you choose not to receive communion, You may cross your arms over Your
chest and receive a blessing as your presence is a blessing to all of us. Once you have been
blessed or recezved commmnnion, you may offer a short prayer and then return to your seat.
If physical limitations matke it difficult to come forward, please let an usher know that

we may have the honor of bringing commmunion to yon.

Offertory Sentence BCP p. 376

The Celebrant says

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your
vows to the Most High. Psa/n 50:14

17
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Offertory Anthem Sung at 7 PM service only.
Share with the hungry your bread Carol Muehlig

Share with the hungry your bread,
take to the lonely your heart,
strengthen the weak as in weakness you give,
daily allow for fresh starts.
Live in the moment as moments do come,

Live out the calling begun.

Tenderly touch your mistakes
softly embrace where you failed,
treasure the measures of longing and love,
open to change from above.
Live with the question as questions do come,

live out the answer begun.

Gently admit to your pain,
trequently visit the strain,
look to what tension, what terror you yield,
kneel on the earth of their field.
Sit in discomfort for patience to come,

live out the healing begun.

Lovingly honor your grief,
patiently pray for relief;

18
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dig up your weakness and pain and mistake,
hold it to see it abate.
Human and tender we willingly come,

living what Christ has begun.

St James Music Press. Licensed permission. User 1D #6813

Presentation of Gifts
Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord.

People: And of thine own have we given thee.
The Great Thanksgiving All stand,
Sursum Corda BCP p. 361

The People remain standing.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds.
It 1s right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

19
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Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as
we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over
every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him

who died for us and rose again.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus Sung at 7 PM service only.

See pew card for music.
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
The People stand or kneel.

The Celebrant continnes

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and

eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of
20
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us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched
out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to

your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which 1s given for you. Do this for the remembrance of

2

me.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this

for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Memorial Acclamation Sung at 7 PM service only.

See pew card for music.

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

21
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The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them
by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal

kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory

is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

The Great Amen. Sung at 7 PM service only.

See pew card for music.

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 363
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are
bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

22
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Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Anthem Sung at 7:00 PM service only.
See pew card for music.

Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.

Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.

Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world:

give us your peace, give us your peace.

Invitation BCP p. 364

The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

23
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Spiritual Communion Prayer

A prayer for those worshipping virtually to be unified in Communion with
Christ.

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your
Church, where the Holy Eucharist 1s now being celebrated, I desire
to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death,
Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in
glory. And since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of
your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my
heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and
let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in

me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
Music at Communion The Hymnal 1982 — 693

Just as I am, without one plea Woodworth
Sung at Noon & 7:00 PM services only

24
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The Post-Communion Prayer BCP p. 365

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Solemn Prayer

Deacon: Bow down before the Lord.

Celebrant: Grant, most merciful Lord, to your faithful people
pardon and peace, that they may be cleanses from
all their sins, and serve you with a quiet mind,

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Announcements

25
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Post-Communion Hymn The Hymnal 1982 — 143

The glory of these forty days Erbalt uns, Herr
Sung at Noon & 7:00 PM service only

Dismissal BCP p. 366

Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Voluntary

Seripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©) 1989, National

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymn permissions used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.
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A Note on Today’s Readings

Welcome to All Saints’ Episcopal Church on this first day of
Lent. Today the Liturgy presents a challenge to Christian people; the
radical change in living which is the Way of Christ.

Sin and salvation offer alternative directions for out lives: sin as
separation from God, from others, from ourselves and from the
natural wotld; salvation as reconciliation with God, others, ourselves,

and the natural world.

Through the Liturgy on Ash Wednesday, we are called to consider our
mortality and in that context our sin and our absolute dependence

upon God for salvation and for life.

We may be tempted to limit our concerns to our sins and our
mortality, letting the ashes be the most important thing in our worship
today. But the ashes are simply as the starting point for that which is
far deeper and ultimately more important: salvation. The ashes, the
penitence, the fasting: all of these are but means toward the goal of
Ash Wednesday, of Lent, indeed, of all Christian living; namely,

repentance, new life, and ministry to others.

“Be reconciled to God...” Paul tells us. Make your prayer, fasting, and
ministry the marks of an inner and fundamental way of living day in
and day out, says the Lord. In his teaching about fasting, Jesus echoes

the message Isaiah had given to Israel centuries earlier.

In Christ, “Remember, you are dust and to dust you shall return,” is

turned into, “you shall have life, and you shall have it abundantly.”

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2009 by
Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York.
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Kaleb Davis, Outreach
Martin Ericson, Communications
Nate Ernst, Christian Formation: Adult
Melissa Goodwin, Worship
Andrea Holdren, Stewardship
Rhonda Kovar, Christian Formation: Youth
Jan Millar, Pastoral Care
Kathy Thompson, Parish Life
Julie Wagner, Newcomers

REPORTING TO THE VESTRY

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR
admin@allsaintsconcord.org

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH &
FAMILY MINISTRIES
Tiffany Fulton
tfulton@allsaintsconcord.org

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC &
COORDINATOR OF
COMMUNICATIONS

Brian Sapp-Moore
bsapp@allsaintsconcord.org

COMMUNICATIONS ASSISTANT

Ruth Brown

announcements(@allsaintsconcord.org

Victor Clark, Treasurer
Kim Gordick, Vestry Clerk

For announcements and information,
scan the QR code to view
All Saints’ Weekly Word.

525 Lake Concord Road NE, Concord, NC 28025
www.allsaintsconcord.org | 704-782-2024 | All Saints’ WiFi password: JesusLovesYou
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