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Your presence today is a blessing to this parish. This bulletin has been created from 
the prayers found in The Book of  Common Prayer, and it contains most of  the spoken 

parts of  worship. The blue Hymnal 1982 in your pew rack contains most of  the 
hymns that are sung. You’ll find words to the hymns that come from supplemental 

hymnals printed in this bulletin. 

Voluntary	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     

Announcements 

LITURGY OF THE WORD		 	 	 	 	     	 	  

Entrance Hymn	 	      All stand.	 	  Hymnal 1982 – 616	 
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 	 	       Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein  

Opening Acclamation	 	 	 	 	       BCP p. 355 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant: 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:	 	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 		
	 	 	 Amen. 
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Collect for Purity	 	 	 	 	       	        BCP p. 355 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our 
hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Opening Song of  Praise	 	 	 	  S 236 – BCP p. 356		
A Song of  Praise (Canticle 13)		 	 	  See pew card for music. 

Glory to you, Lord God of  our fathers; 
you are worthy of  praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of  your holy Name; 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you in the splendor of  your temple; 

on the throne of  your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; 
in the high vault of  heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
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The Collect of  the Day 
Celebrant:		 The Lord be with you. 
People:	 	 And also with you. 
Celebrant:		 Let us pray. 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of  our Savior 
Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of  his 
salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of  
his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The people sit. 

The Lessons 

First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10	  

A Reading from the book of  the prophet Nehemiah. 

All the people gathered together into the square before the Water 
Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of  the law of  
Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest 
Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women 
and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first 
day of  the seventh month. He read from it facing the square 
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the 
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presence of  the men and the women and those who could 
understand; and the ears of  all the people were attentive to the 
book of  the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of  all the 
people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the 
great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up 
their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord 
with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from 
the law of  God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that 
the people understood the reading. 

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and 
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, 
“This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” 
For all the people wept when they heard the words of  the law. 
Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet 
wine and send portions of  them to those for whom nothing is 
prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, 
for the joy of  the Lord is your strength.” 

Reader:	 The Word of  the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 
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Psalm 19	  	  
Remain seated. The choir first introduces the Antiphon, then the congregation 
joins the choir in singing the Antiphon each time. 
 
Antiphon: The statutes of  the Lord rejoice the heart. 

1  The heavens declare the glory of  God, * 
  and the firmament shows forth the work of  God’s hands. 
2  One day tells its tale to another, * 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3  Although they have no words or language, * 
  and their voices are not heard, 
4  Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
  and their message to the ends of  the world. ANTIPHON 

5  In the deep has God set a pavilion for the sun; * 
  it comes forth like a bridegroom out of  his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6  It goes forth from the uttermost edge of  the heavens 
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 and runs about to the end of  it again; * 
  nothing is hidden from its burning heat. ANTIPHON 

7  The law of  the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; * 
  the testimony of  the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the  
	 innocent. 
8  The statutes of  the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; * 
  the commandment of  the Lord is clear and gives light to the 	  
	 eyes. ANTIPHON 

9  The fear of  the Lord is clean and endures for ever; * 
  the judgments of  the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine  
	 gold, * 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 	  
	 ANTIPHON 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 Can people tell how often they offend* 
  cleanse me from my secret faults. ANTIPHON 

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
  let them not get dominion over me; * 
  then shall I be whole and sound, 
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  and innocent of  a great offense. 
14 Let the words of  my mouth and the meditation of  my heart be  
	 acceptable in your sight, * 
  O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. ANTIPHON 

The people remain seated. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

A Reading from Paul’s First letter to the Church in Corinth. 

Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of  the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body – 
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and we were all made to drink of  
one Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of  one member but of  many. If  
the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to 
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of  the body. And 
if  the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to 
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of  the body. If  
the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If  the 
whole body were hearing, where would the sense of  smell be? But 
as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of  them, 
as he chose. If  all were a single member, where would the body 
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be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot 
say to the hand, “I have no need of  you,” nor again the head to the 
feet, “I have no need of  you.” On the contrary, the members of  
the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those 
members of  the body that we think less honorable we clothe with 
greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with 
greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not 
need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater 
honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension 
within the body, but the members may have the same care for one 
another. If  one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if  one 
member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

Now you are the body of  Christ and individually members of  it. 
And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers; then deeds of  power, then gifts of  
healing, forms of  assistance, forms of  leadership, various kinds of  
tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 
work miracles? Do all possess gifts of  healing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. 

Reader:	 The Word of  the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 
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Sequence Hymn             All stand.     		  Hymnal 1982 – 513 
Like the murmur of  the dove’s song	     	        		 	 Bridegroom 

The Gospel: Luke 4:14-21 
All stand. 

Deacon:	 The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to 		 	 	 	 	  
	 	 Luke. 
People:	 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus, filled with the power of  the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a 
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. He 
began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
 
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he 
went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He 
stood up to read, and the scroll of  the prophet Isaiah was given to 
him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 
written: 
 “The Spirit of  the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of  sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
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 to proclaim the year of  the Lord’s favor.” 
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 
down. The eyes of  all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then 
he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing.” 

Deacon:	 The Gospel of  the Lord. 

People:	 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon 		 	 	 	 	            The Rev. Nancy L.J. Cox		 	 	       

The Nicene Creed	  
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of  heaven and earth, 
    of  all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of  God, 
    eternally begotten of  the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
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    of  one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 
        and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 
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All remain standing. 

The Prayers of  the People	 	             
From Hear Our Prayer, by Jon White and Lisa Graves	 	        

Intercessor:	 Marvelous God who has brought forth many 		 	
	 	 	 wonderful works, hear our prayers and answer our 	 	
	 	 	 needs and hopes as we pray, “Lord in your mercy, 	 	
	 	 	 hear our prayer.” 

	 	 	 Help your church to see its strength in openness 	 	
	 	 	 and cooperation, help us to forge bonds of  mission 
	 	 	 and ministry with others that your glory might 	 	
	 	 	 extend across the whole earth. 	Silence.	  

	 	 	 Lord in your mercy, 
People:	 	 Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:	 Let the light of  truth and justice shine forth across 		
	 	 	 our nation; may this nation be a place of  peace and 
	 	 	 opportunity for all its people. Silence. 

	 	 	 Lord in your mercy, 
People:	 	 Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:	 Send your Spirit upon this assembly that this might 
	 	 	 be a place of  refuge, a beacon of  hope and a true 	 	
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	 	 	 embodiment of  the Good News for our neighbors. 
	 	 	 Silence.	 	  

	 	 	 Lord in your mercy, 
People:	 	 Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:	 May your holy words guide us in our endeavor to 	 	
	 	 	 be good stewards of  your good creation ensuring 	 	
	 	 	 its abundance for our selves and for those yet to be 
	 	 	 born. The people are invited to add their 	thanksgivings, 	 	
	 	 	 followed by silence. 

	 	 	 Lord in your mercy, 
People:	 	 Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:	 Lift up those who are lowly and forgotten, gather 	 	
	 	 	 those who are marginalized, and bring liberty to 	 	
	 	 	 those who are oppressed that the power of  your 	 	
	 	 	 love might inspire all people.	 	 	  

	 	 	 Lord in your mercy, 
People:	 	 Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:	 Bring your healing spirit to bear in the lives of  all 	 	
	 	 	 those who suffer from any sickness or infirmity. 	 	
	 	 	 Let them know wholeness, wellness, and peace. 	 	
	 	 	 The people are invited to add their petitions, followed by 	 	
	 	 	 silence. 
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	 	 	 Lord in your mercy, 
People:	 	 Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:	 Receive the dying into your loving arms eternally; 	 	
	 	 	 may we and they some day know you face to face 	 	
	 	 	 in your coming age. Silence.	  

	 	 	 Lord in your mercy, 
People:	 	 Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds the concluding collect. 

Celebrant:		 Hear the prayers of  your people and answer us as 	 	
	 	 	 you have answered your people across time so that 		
	 	 	 we might feel your presence among us and 	 	 	
	 	 	 strengthen us for the call of  being agents of  your 	 	
	 	 	 love in the world. Silence. 

People:	 	 Amen. 
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Confession of  Sin	 	 	 	 	 	       BCP p. 359 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
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The Absolution 
The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Peace	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       BCP p. 360 
All stand	 	  
Celebrant:		 The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People:	 	 And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of  the 
Lord. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
A note about receiving Holy Communion: In the Episcopal Church, we understand that 
Christ is “really present” in the bread and wine provided from God’s table. All who 
claim Christ as Lord are always welcome to receive the sacrament of  Holy Communion 
in this church. Children are welcome to receive communion at the discretion of  their 
parents. Come forward at the direction of  the ushers. Receive the consecrated wafer in the 
palm of  your outstretched hand from the first person who comes to you. To receive a 
gluten-free wafer, please cross your hands palms down. You may drink from the larger 
cup/chalice which the next person will offer you. Receive the consecrated wine by guiding 
the offered cup to your lips and sipping, or by intinction: lightly dip the wafer into the 
wine. Those who distribute the wine will wipe the chalice with a food safe sanitizer and 
turn it for the next person after each person receives. You may also decide to take the 
wafer only. If  you choose not to receive communion, you may cross your arms over your 
chest and receive a blessing as your presence is a blessing to all of  us. Once you have been 
blessed or received communion, you may offer a short prayer and then return to your seat. 
If  physical limitations make it difficult to come forward, please let an usher know that 
we may have the honor of  bringing communion to you.  

Offertory Sentence  	 	 	 	 	 	       BCP p. 376               
The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of  thanksgiving, and make good your 
vows to the Most High.  Psalm 50:14 
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Offertory Anthem	 	 	 	 	 	  
O love that will not let me go	 	         	   Carson P. Cooman 

O Love that will not let me go, 
I rest my tired soul in thee; 

I give thee back the life I owe, 
That in thine ocean depths its flow 

May richer, fuller be. 

O Light that follows me all my way, 
I give my flickering torch to thee; 

My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day 

May brighter, fairer be. 

O Joy that seeks me through the pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain, 

That morn shall tearless be! 

St. James Music Press. Licensed permission. User ID #6813 

Presentation of  Gifts 
Celebrant:		 All things come of  thee, O Lord. 
People:	 	 And of  thine own have we given thee. 
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The Great Thanksgiving  	 	 	 	 	 	  

Sursum Corda	 	 	 	 	 	 	       BCP p. 367 
The People remain standing.  

Celebrant:		 The Lord be with you. 
People: 	 	 And also with you. 
Celebrant:		 Lift up your hearts. 
People: 	 	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: 	 	 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth.  

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and 
death, and to make us heirs in him of  everlasting life; that when he 
shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 
we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of  heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 
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Sanctus		       	     See pew card for music.	            BCP p. 367 
S 124 Holy, holy, holy	 	 	 	 	 	 	        Hurd 

Celebrant and People 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 
you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of  Israel to 
be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of  the world. In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 
have brought us out of  error into truth, out of  sin into 
righteousness, out of  death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is 
my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of  me.” 
  
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Memorial Acclamation 	 	  	         See pew card for music.    
Celebrant and People  

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory. 

The Celebrant continues  

And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O 
Lord of  all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 
this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 
gifts that they may be the Sacrament of  the Body of  Christ and his 
Blood of  the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 
that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of  time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
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with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of  your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn 
of  all creation, the head of  the Church, and the author of  our 
salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer	 	 	 	 	 	       BCP p. 363 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of  the Bread  

Fraction Anthem	    See pew card for music.	      BCP p. 364      
S 154 Christ our Passover		 	 	 	 	 	        Hurd 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Invitation	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      BCP p. 364 
The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. 

Spiritual Communion Prayer	 	 	    
A prayer for those worshipping virtually to be unified in Communion with 
Christ. 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of  your 
Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire 
to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, 
Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in 
glory. And since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of  
your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my 
heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and 
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let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in 

me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  

Communion Hymns		 	  

My God, thy table now is spread	  	 	  Hymnal 1982 – 321 

	 	 	 	 	 	       	 	 	 	       Rockingham 

Where charity and love prevail	 	  	 	  Hymnal 1982 – 581 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   	 	            Cheshire 

Lay Eucharistic Minister Prayer (as needed) 
Celebrant:		 In order that all may receive Holy Eucharist, 	 	 	
	 	 	 _____ will take the Eucharist to ______ today. 
All:   	  	 In the name of  this congregation, we send you 		
	 	 	 forth bearing these holy gifts that those to 		 	
	 	 	 whom you go may share with us in the 
	 	 	 communion of  Christ’s Body and Blood. We 	 	
	 	 	 who are many are one body because we all 	 	
	 	 	 share one bread, one cup.  Amen. 
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The Post-Communion Prayer		 	 	       BCP p. 366		      
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray.  

Celebrant and People 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of  the most precious Body and Blood 
of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of  the Body of  your Son, 
and heirs of  your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of  Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Blessing		 	 	 	 	 	 	  	       BCP p. 366 
The Priest blesses the people, saying 
The blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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Post-Communion Hymn		 	 	  Hymnal 1982 – 539 
O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling		   	  	      Tidings 

Dismissal	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   

Deacon:	 Let us go forth in the name of  Christ. 
People:	 Thanks be to God.   

Voluntary	  
	 	 	       

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, National Council of  the 
Churches of  Christ in the United States of  America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

The flowers on the altar today are given by  
Kris and Al Benshoff  to the Glory of  God and in 

thanksgiving for their grandsons, Arthur and Maurice. 

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events: 
• Blood Drive – February 5, 2025, 2:30-7 PM.  

Sign up at www.redcrossblood.org. 
• After Dark @ All Saints’ – Sign up happening now! Classes 

will be held February 6-18, 2025. 
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A Note on Today’s Readings 

Welcome to All Saints’ Episcopal Church. The season of  Epiphany 
celebrates the manifesting of  Christ in his ministry. Today we focus on his 
preaching the Good News of  the Kingdom of  God. Jesus did not simply 
tell about the Kingdom. He was and is the Kingdom, embodied. When he 
preached in his home synagogue for the first time, this was the theme. He 
reads Isaiah’s passage foretelling the role of  Messiah in bringing about the 
reign of  God. Then he tells the people, “This day this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 

The first reading recounts that period in the fifth century B.C. when, as the 
central event in the reconstituting of  Israel as God’s Kingdom, Ezra the 
priest and others read the Word of  God to all the people. Some scholars 
believe that this came about because of  the final formulation of  the Torah 
as the definitive written Word of  God. That event established Judaism as 
the religion of  the Book. It is in this event that the foundations were laid 
for the ministry of  Jesus as the preacher and teacher of  the Kingdom. 

Christianity is not simply a message about what once happened. In 
baptism, we are empowered to join Christ in proclaiming the Good News 
to the whole world. That ministry of  ours is Paul’s concern as he uses the 
image of  the human body with all its parts and organs – all of  which are 
essential for it to function. In the same way, Paul tells us, each of  us has an 
essential role in the Body of  Christ. Each of  us is baptized in order that 
each may be the fulfillment of  the Kingdom now. In our celebration of  
Eucharist, we are built into that Body, so that God’s salvation may be made 
manifest in us. 
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of  the Church Year. Copyright © 2009 by 
Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York.
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